
Queenslander Rhys Dowling
hopes his maiden success in last
weekend’s 50th anniversary
Golden Open squash tourna-
ment will be the catalyst for
Commonwealth Games selection
later this week.

After a series of  unsuccessful
campaigns at the Golden Open,
Brisbane-based Dowling lifted
the men’s PSA trophy after out-
duelling perennial winner Mike
Corren in Sunday night’s final,
11-9 6-11 11-4 12-10.

Success in Kalgoorlie-Boulder
meant a lot to the 27-year-old,
who rates the local tournament
as unique among Australia’s
other professional events.

“I’ve been here a fair few times
over the years, maybe five or six
but back on the old courts (at the
YMCA),” Dowling said.

“So it feels great to finally win
this — especially against Mike,
who’s such a local hero and
someone I always looked up to
growing up.

“He beat me in the 2017 final so
in the back of  my mind, I was
constantly thinking, ‘I need to
win this’.

“Mike got close towards the
last game and I was certainly a
bit nervous because he stays
relaxed and plays those mind
games.

“But the adrenalin kicked in
and I kept my cool.”

Sunday’s finals were played in
front of  big crowds for what Dow-
ling said was befitting a 50th
anniversary.

“I always say the best hospital-
ity in a country town is when

they’re putting on tourna-
ments,” he said.

“You can see that by the mas-
sive crowd that turned up for the
finals and I feel, playing in the
cities, you take for granted that
you’re seeing professionals
every day.

“These (regional) crowds real-
ly appreciate the standard of
squash because they don’t get to
see it too often, maybe once or

twice a year. It’s always great
coming back to Kalgoorlie-Boul-
der.”

Dowling, who was the No.1
seed over Corren who is a seven-
time Golden Open champion,
will now contest the upcoming
national championships in Dar-
win.

“This (win) is a big confidence-
booster for that (national tourna-
ment) and the Commonwealth

Games team is announced on
Friday and I’m hoping to be
selected for that,” he said.

“That being the case, I’ll be off
to England in August — the Com-
monwealth Games are really the
pinnacle among Australian
sport but especially for squash,
not being in the Olympics.

“To be selected for the Austra-
lian team would be a great hon-
our.”

Rhys Dowling in
action during the
grand final. Picture:
Carwyn Monck 

Mike Corren and Rhys Dowling.
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South African-born teenager Erin
Classen says Sunday’s victory over
Hannah Slyth in the women’s final
of  the Golden Open squash tourna-
ment is a key moment in open com-
pany ahead of  a move to the UK
later this year.

Classen, 17, chalked up her first
Golden Open title against Slyth in
the final, 11-6 11-5 12-10.

It continued a stellar run for
Classen that included being the

youngest player, at 14, to win the
WA Open three years ago.

The weekend’s victory enabled
her to go one better after losing the
2021 Golden Open final to Sarah
Cardwell.

“This is one of  my favourite tour-
naments to play in, so I’m really
excited to win this for the first
time,” Classen said.

“I’m moving to England, but
hopefully I can come back (and
defend the title).

“I was actually born in Cape
Town, but have lived most of  my

life (since age four) in Perth and
have had so much support along
the way — I haven’t done this on my
own. “After Year 12, I’ll base myself
in England, travel throughout
Europe playing in the various PSA
tournaments and train with the
top girls in the world.”

Classen’s decision to pursue her
career overseas was made largely
on the advice of  Squash Australia
national pathways coach and for-
mer world No.2 Jenny Duncalf.

Before the move, Classen will
represent Australia at the world

junior championships in France.
“Jenny is from England and says

they are coming along really
strongly in squash, especially
among the girls,” Classen said. “To
move would improve me even more
(because) my biggest goal is to be
ranked at the top in the world.”

Classen, whose twin brother
Dylan is also an accomplished
squash player, was last year award-
ed a Tier 3 scholarship as part of
the Sport Australia Hall of  Fame
Scholarship and Mentoring Pro-
gram.
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Erin Classen and Hannah Slyth.
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